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Students and faculty on the Hill react to the news from below: Biden bests Trump
B y C onall B utchart
Lead Copy Editor

On Nov. 3, 2020, the
United States experienced
an Election Day that will
undoubtedly go down in
history. Amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic
and against the backdrop
of unprecedented political
polarization, Republican
incumbent President Donald Trump and Democratic
nominee former-Vice President Joe Biden battled at
polls across the nation.
Due to the continuing
threat COVID-19 poses in
the United States, many
voters chose to use mail-in
ballots during this election
cycle. Most states were un-

prepared for this volume of
absentee ballots and counting stretched into the days
beyond Nov. 3.
This uniquely protracted election meant that the
country did not know the
victor of the presidential
election until Saturday, Nov.
7 when the Associated Press
(AP) called Pennsylvania,
and the presidency, for
Biden. The days between
Nov. 3 and Nov. 7 were
particularly stressful for a
number of Colby students.
“After the election when
the results still weren’t
clear, I was so anxious,”
Morgan Honor `22 said.
“I checked the election results every ten minutes and
could barely focus on my

school work.”
Trevor Gava `23 shared
this concern after Trump
had clinched the tossup state of Florida in a
repudiation of the preelection polling.
“I [had] felt confident in
a Biden win. All the polls
were indicating he’d win
and I felt the same way,”
Gava explained. “I started
to get nervous the day after
when the results still were
not favoring Biden but began to calm down as all the
experts were saying a Biden
victory was contingent on
mail-in ballots that were set
to be counted soon.”
Despite major news outlets like the AP, the New
York Times, CNN, and Fox
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News all projecting Biden
as the winner of the election, Trump has not conceded the race. Indeed,
Trump, with the tacit
blessing of major Republican figures that have remained silent on the issue
of the election’s outcome,
appears to be disputing
the results.
Joseph Reisert, the Harriet S. Wiswell and George
C. Wiswell Jr. Associate
Professor of American
Constitutional Law, described his view of the current election situation.
“The outcome of the
election is undetermined,
in the way that a football
game is undetermined,
when one team has a two
touchdown lead with a
minute left to play. If you
were watching that game,
you’d ‘call’ it for the team
with the lead, but there remains some slight chance
that the other team might
win, if everything broke
just right for them,” Reisert explained. “Biden feels
sure he won, and he’s almost certainly right and
ought to be acting like the
president-elect. Trump’s
still got a very outside
chance and has no reason
not to pursue every available channel of legal recourse until the truly final
results are in.”
Trump’s Attorney General William Barr recently
authorized U.S. attorneys
to open election-fraud
investigations if they uncover credible instances

of election irregularities.
Reisert also commented
on the possibility that legal
actions through investigations or lawsuits could alter
the election’s outcome.
“The key questions are
whether the irregularities
they allege even affect
enough votes to change the
outcome and whether they
have any hard evidence to
establish to the satisfaction of the courts that any
of the wrongdoing they
believe to have occurred
has actually happened,”
Reisert said. “That’s an extremely high bar to clear. I
haven’t yet seen anything
to make me think they’ll
win those lawsuits.”
In light of Biden’s victory, many Americans
across the country and
in the Colby community
feel a renewed sense of
hope in the aftermath of
the election. Gava identified one of the potential
positive impacts that may
accompany an incoming
Biden administration as “a
return to decency.”
When asked about what
goals may have attracted
voters to Biden, Gava explained that a significant
part of his hopes for the
incoming Biden administration lay in confronting
COVID-19.
“We have not had a plan
for the past year, and I am
hopeful Biden will listen to
scientists and implement
smart legislation that protects the country,” Gava
said. “After [COVID-19]

has been resolved, most
likely after the vaccine has
been distributed to a sufficient population, there are
many issues that need to
be tackled.”
However, Professor and
Chair of the Government
Department Daniel Shea
cautioned that depending
on the outcome of the two
Georgia senate run-off
elections in January, many
of Biden’s programs and
policies might be hindered
by a divided government.
“Politics is so divided
these days. We might hope
that the two parties could
work together to find common ground, but it’s likely
that each will hold firm
and little will get done,”
Shea said. “Will Mitch
McConnell want to compromise? It’s hard to say,
but if history is any guide
I would say no.”
Regardless of Biden’s
actions in office, Honor is
hopeful for the country’s
future.
“I think Biden is a gateway president to more
change,” Honor explained.
“I hope that this country
becomes less divided, and
that we can start having
dialogue about actual policies and not morality issues
like the last four years.”
Despite the polarization
and uncertainty that clouds
America’s future, one thing
remains certain: all eyes
are fixed on the ascendant
Biden administration as
the nation enters a new
chapter of its history.

COVID-19 impacts yet another thing...weekend life
B y F iona H uo
News Reporter

COVID-19 has changed
the college experience in
many ways, and students,
security, and Colby Emergency Response have
been adjusting to how
students now spend their
weekends.
When students arrived
back on campus in late
August, most knew the
party scene at the College
would look very different
than what they were used
to because of social-distancing and mask-wearing requirements.
The College enacted a
10-person limit for indoor
gatherings and a 50-person limit for outdoor
gatherings at the start of
the semester.
The new restrictions
mean that the typical
weekend crowds at the Alfond Senior Apartments,
the Spa in Cotter Union,
and 30-person parties in
single dorm rooms have
changed. Although students have still been “partying” on the weekends,
the College’s security
office said that students
have, mostly been abiding
by the COVID-19 rules.
In an interview with The
Colby Echo, Bob Williams,
the Director of Security,
noted that the “semester
has been relatively calm
other than a slight uptick
in the calls over the past
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two weeks.”
“The combination of the
spring-like weather, Halloweekend, and the election, it was inevitable that
we would be a bit busier,”
Williams explained.
Williams said that the
hotspots for activity on
the weekends have mostly stayed the same as last
year. These include the
outdoor areas behind
Heights and the Alfond
Apartments, although new
places have also emerged
outdoors as students find
ways to circumvent the
10-person limit. Williams
says security has shutdown parties by the soccer
fields and the arboretum,
even confiscating a speaker in one case.
Over the past weekend,
security ended a party
with over 40 students who
weren’t wearing masks.
There has also been a resurgence of students scaling the roof of Heights.
Williams said that bars
were installed a few years
ago by the windows to prevent students from accessing the upper roof.
If there is a silver lining
of the COVID-19 restrictions, it has been fewer intoxication calls compared
to last year. Williams credits this to the ten-person
gathering limit which he
said has helped students
keep better track of their
alcohol consumption. Williams said that the num-

ber of transports has also
been down.
Williams notes that
“most of the time students
are not transported. The
goal is to make sure they
are safe whether that be in
the hospital or in the care
of a friend on campus.”
Joanelle Tran `21, the
Chief of Service of Colby Emergency Response
(CER), says the call volume has been a lot lower
this year.
“By this time last year,
CER had already run 74
calls, 58% of which were
substance-related
(and
with 39% of those calls
resulting in a transport).
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This semester, we have
only had 33 calls, 45%
of which have been substance-related (and with
53% of those calls resulting in transport).”
Tran said “we usually
only have extra staff on
for Doghead and certain
special events (e.g. concerts, sporting events,
etc.)” CER received seven
calls on Halloweekend in
2019 (57% of which were
substance-related)
and
six calls (all-substance related) from this past Halloweekend.
Sam Kwon `21, the Deputy Chief of Operations
and Personnel of CER, was

on shift during Halloween
and added that it was pretty standard night.
He revealed that “we
[CER] normally run 24/7
year-round, but we started
the semester only running
12-hour shifts for only
weekend coverage.”
When it comes to dorm
damage, Williams said
it is hard to say whether
there has been an uptick
or downtick.
“There is less vandalism in terms of broken
furniture and signs. But if
you’re looking at the cost
of cleaning, if there are 6-7
bathrooms that need to be
cleaned then that is anoth-

er extra cost for the cleaning staff.”
Williams says the job of
security is not to regulate
student mask usage, however, students found to be
in violation of the 10-person in a room limit will be
written up and required to
meet with Assistant Dean
of Students Cameron Cox.
Williams says he expects the last weekend
before finals to be a busy
weekend with many students planning a last hurrah before heading home
for Thanksgiving break.
Students can expect more
security officers on duty
that weekend.
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Outside of Heights, which has upheld its role as a popular spot for weekend revelries in the pandemic
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Student organizations work to provide election-related support to their peers

B y M at t R ocha
News Reporter

While many media outlets have declared former
Vice President Joe Biden
the winner of the 2020
presidential election, President Donald Trump has
filed recount requests in
many key states like Wisconsin and Pennsylvania,
potentially prolonging the
race for weeks.
The tight race in the
Electoral College showcased the divisiveness and
polarization of American
politics, adding to the uncertainty of this upcoming
political cycle. These factors have helped produce
a significant amount of
stress throughout Colby
College’s student body.
On top of students’ academic obligations, navigating stressful periods can
be difficult. The College
luckily has a wide array of
teams, clubs, and organizations to which students can
turn for support. Student
organizations have sought
to play a role in helping students deal with post-election stress.
The Student Government Association (SGA) has
been active on this front.
In a newsletter last week,
the SGA Executive Board

reaffirmed the importance
of everyone’s voice in the
democratic process.
“During this time of electoral limbo and confusion
over our country’s leadership, we know that it can
be difficult to focus on our
community. It can be frustrating to wait for election
results, but every voice in
our community matters.
While we are waiting to
hear about the future of our
country, it is crucial that we
remember to continue the
careful work we have been
doing to stay safe and at
Colby,” they wrote.
In an email to The Colby Echo, Senator Jackson
Rockett `23 discussed SGA’s
stances and programs in
the aftermath of the election. Rockett reiterated the
sentiments of the SGA Executive Board.
“I do not intend to speak
for all of SGA in my interpretation of this aspect of
the quote, but, as a body of
elected representatives, I
would assume that my fellow SGA members would
agree that the democratic
process is one to be respected and executed with
the intent to incorporate all
who exercise their right to
vote,” Rockett said.
He explained that the
SGA has instituted a robust

program to help students,
faculty, and staff manage
post-election stress.
“SGA co-sponsored a
post-election processing
group for students, faculty, and staff on Nov. 4
with the Counseling Center. Additionally, SGA has
been working closely with
several different groups
around campus, including
Campus Life and the Pugh
Center, to ensure that all
community members have
resources to process and
understand the election,”
Rockett said.
Throughout the 2020
election cycle, the political
polarization of the United States has emerged as
a major theme. Rockett
noted that the nation’s political polarization has not
impacted the operations of
the SGA, but that the group
has started to address the
polarization in some smaller settings.
“In the case of this election cycle, we have not
specifically tackled the
issue of political polarization as a collective,” he
said. “Perhaps the closest
we have come to doing so
has been the Campus Conversations working group
beginning to organize and
facilitate discussions about
politicized issues, one of

which pertains to debating
gun control in the United
States.”
Rockett has been very
pleased with the efforts of
his peers in the SGA to fulfill what he sees as their obligation to ensure student
well being during this turbulent time.
“I think the responsibility to vouch for the student
body about the stress of
managing academic work
while the future leadership
of the country remains
inconclusive falls directly
upon SGA. Navigating an
election in the midst of a
deadly pandemic is nothing short of overwhelming.
With that in mind, it is my
hope that we, as representatives of the student body,
remain vigilant and willing
to address any impending
concerns,” Rockett said.
Like SGA, the College’s
Student Athletic Advisory
Board (SAAC) has also tried
to play a supportive role for
students. Bret Miller `22,
the Assistant Executive Administrator of SAAC, discussed the group’s stances
in an interview with The
Colby Echo. SAAC’s last
meeting took place the
weekend before the election, so they have yet to discuss the results as a group.
“[We are] letting people

know that there are resources on campus that
they could reach out to if
they felt any kind of pressure or stress coming from
the election,” Miller said.
Miller emphasized that
SAAC’s primary objection
is to support student-athletes.
“We want to support
and serve in any way that
we can. We think of athletes in general as one
big team, and just finding
ways to support each other, even if we’re not on the
same team, is the most
important thing for us,”
Miller said.
Campus Life provided
SAAC with a list of stress
management resources,
and SAAC passed these
along to its members. So
far, SAAC has not developed any resources specifically for student-athletes.
“We made a decision
as an executive board to
not talk about the election
results too much prior to
knowing anything. We
wanted to be preemptive
by letting people know
there are resources out
there for them, but at the
same time, we didn’t want
to jump the gun and expect the worst,” Miller said.
“We try to make sure that
the resources we provide

are blanketed, not targeted. We want to make sure
we support everybody and
anybody, not just a certain
section of people.”
Miller believes that in
this turbulent time, SAAC
should support all student-athletes regardless of
their political orientation
or personal background.
“With the climate that
we’re in, people feel the
need to pick one side versus the other and don’t
necessarily think about the
effects that this has. I think
that a big thing that SACC
has done leading up to
this is organize a bunch of
training sessions on diversity, inclusion, and equity,”
Miller said.
Miller believes that by
avoiding divisive statements and political polarization, SAAC can help
produce a healthier political atmosphere around
the College.
“I think making sure
that we’re not being divisive within our groups is
the most important part.
And I think that was the big
thing that we talked about
leading up to this. And, in
general, there are so many
aspects of life that are polarized right now that we
shouldn’t polarize another
portion of life,” Miller said.

Colby Poll misses mark in Gideon-Collins Race; underestimates split-ballot
B y D onovan L ynch
Contributing Writer

“As Maine goes, so goes
the nation.” This year, the
electorate rewrote this saying: where Maine went, so
it didn’t. The state voted last
week to send Vice President Joe Biden to the White
House while reaffirming
Republican incumbent Susan Collins to another six
years in the U.S. Senate.
Although the presidency was forecasted to tip
blue—and it did—Maine’s
Senate race lampooned
predictions, which consistently favored Collins’
Democratic
opponent
and Speaker of the Maine
House, Sara Gideon, to
win last Tuesday.
A mixed phone and online poll designed by Colby
Government Department
Professors Nicholas Jacobs, Dan Shea, and Carrie
LeVan offered one of the
final snapshots of Maine’s
vote before Election Day.
Its results put Gideon narrowly over Collins at 47% to
43%. In reality, incumbent

Collins routed Gideon 51%
to 41%.
“There’s always an error
in interpretation,” Professor Jacobs told The Colby
Echo from his office in Diamond this Tuesday.
Polls, unlike the real
events they simulate, are
not one person, one vote.
Matching samples to likely
voters is an imperfect science that calls for secondary methods.
At the College, the faculty pollsters used a process
of demographic weighting
to shore up as much outstanding uncertainty.
Professor Dan Shea explained, “After the poll is
complete, we add or subtract small weights based
upon demographics. If
we don’t have enough
men, each man will have
extra weight.”
This weighting process
has been used in many
parts of the country as the
preferred method for placing equal representation
over a broad plane of ideology–all with the hope of
capturing the “likely voter.”
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In Maine, however, a
state with a long history
of electing independents
and centrists, ideology is
less linear.
While Biden won most of
Maine’s electorate through
the loyal support of eight
counties
in
Southern
Maine, Gideon only managed to secure two–Knox
and Cumberland.
The College’s county,
Kennebec, offers one of
many cases of a Biden-Collins victory. According to
Professor Jacobs, the polls
failed to capture this phenomenon.
“We missed
those voters who were
likely to split their ticket.”
He added, “in trying to readjust on the fact that four
years ago there were all
these impassioned... voters who turned out that
we thought weren’t going to turn out, I think we
over-corrected.”
Professor Shea agrees,
“In paying very close attention to strong Trump and
loyal Biden supporters...we
may have missed the less
intense voter.”
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10:36 p.m.
10:56 p.m.
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Both professors cited
the fact that, usually, voters for two parties on one
ballot have the lowest turnout and, therefore, carry
the least weight in polls.
The split-ballot voters in
Maine this year broke
with the past in two ways:
they showed up, and they
flipped cities to red.
Key to Biden’s triumphant presidential victory
was an ability to outweigh
rural conservatives with
record turnout in high population centers. In Michigan, it was Detroit’s Wayne
County. In Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia and its surrounding suburbs secured
the race.
While Maine’s rural areas stayed fiercely loyal to
the incumbent Senator Susan Collins, the defecting
city or two, or three, tipped
the lead. Lewiston, Bangor,
and the populous southern
York county undercut their
fellow Democrats when it
came to row two. Perhaps
thanks to this electorate,
Senator Collins stands as
one of the few members of
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the G.O.P. to congratulate–
or even partially recognize
Joe Biden’s electoral college victory.
Though the College’s poll
didn’t accurately weigh the
split-ticket voter with likely turnout, Professor Shea
cautioned against seeing
this shortfall as the only
explanation for misleading
forecasts. “It’s also possible
that the race changed in
the last ten days.”
This theory has support in a secondary question from the poll asking
whether they would rather
a senator with “deep rural
roots,” or one “from more
populated areas.” Participants
overwhelmingly
favored a rural candidate,
63% to 37%.
Senator Collins, born in
rural Aroostook County’s
largest town, Caribou, emphasized her upbringing
in the final push to Election Day. Her campaign
ran a repeating late stage
ad showing supporters
praise the Senator’s “county girl” sensibilities, using
the nickname for Aroos-

took. Gideon was born in
Rhode Island.
Native birth in a state
goes a long way with voters.
Professor
Jacobs
pointed out that 50% of
Americans feel that it’s
important or somewhat
important that their representative be born in the
district they represent. He
added “Mainers, at least
in that forced choice environment, are a little higher
than the average.”
This variable wasn’t factored into the weighting of
the College’s poll, and only
entered into the rhetoric of
the race as a controversial
last gasp.
Despite meticulous polling, the unexpected Republican victory in Maine
lowered the changes of a
Democratic flip in control
of the U.S. Senate, whichnow rests on the results of
two upcoming runoff elections in Georgia. This year,
Maine is the only state this
year to elect a Democratic
President and Republican
Senator. As Maine went, so
might go the nation.
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Municipal elections bring new faces and perspectives to Waterville
By Sarah Warner

Local & Features Editor
While much of the
public’s attention over
the past week has centered on the presidential
election and the contentious Maine Senate race,
Waterville’s
municipal elections have welcomed new faces - and
some old ones, too - into
local politics.
Jay Coelho (D) beat out
Phil Bofia (Ind.) 4,105 to

3,281 to become the next
Mayor of Waterville. The
Waterville mayoral race
was notable this year in
that current Mayor Nick
Isgro (R) decided not to
run for re-election. Isgro faced controversy in
years past for offensive
social media posts, including one tweet where
he told a survivor of the
2017 mass shooting in
Parkland, FL. to “eat
it.” Following the tweet,
concerned citizens at-

Photo Courtesy of Jay Coelho
Jay Coelho (D) beat out Phil Bofia (Ind.) by a little over 700 votes. Coelho
seeks to remedy the division Waterville politics have dealt with over the
past six years through fostering cooperation and compromise.

tempted to recall Isgro
as mayor in June of 2018
but ultimately failed by
91 votes. The Waterville
Republican Committee
also declined to support another candidate
for the position after
Isgro’s withdrawal.
In the wake of Isgro’s
divisive run as mayor, Coelho called for
unity and cooperation
amongst elected officials
in Waterville.
“...Everyone deserves
to have a seat at the table,” Coelho wrote on his
official campaign Facebook page Nov. 4th. “Everyone deserves to have
their issues heard and
addressed in a respectful and sincere manner. The easiest way to
make sure that happens
is to respect the experience and perspectives
of people who are not
heard under business
as usual by making sure
they are the ones doing
the speaking.”
Coelho’s campaign emphasized revitalizing Waterville and plans to do
so through five concrete
steps: increasing public
safety, which includes
public health and police
reform,
strengthening
public schools, treatment and prevention for
substance abuse and domestic violence, creating
more community spaces,
and maintaining roads.

The mayoral position is a
three-year term.
In Ward 2, incumbent
City Councilor Flavia
Oliveira (D) ran unopposed, securing another
three-year-term. According to her campaign flyers, Oliveira is focused
on revitalizing Waterville, supporting local
businesses, and uplifting
unheard voices.
In Ward 3, Colby’s own
Visiting Assistant Professor of Biology Thomas
Klepach (D) also ran unopposed. This will be his
first time serving as an
elected official.
Associate Professor of
Environmental Studies
Denise Bruesewitz (D),
who is married to Klepach, also secured a position on the Kennebec
Water District Board of
Trustees alongside fellow Democratic candidate Sarah Valerie Whateley. According to their
website, the Kennebec
Water District serves the
municipalities of Waterville, Winslow, Fairfield,
Benton, and Vassalboro
with water for domestic,
commercial, and fire
protection purposes.
In Ward 4, Rebecca
Green (D) beat out incumbent City Councilor
Sydney Mayhew (R) by
a mere 23 votes. Green
claims that she is excited
to get to work on improving the city.

“I want to turn the corner on the last 6 years of
the City Council,” Green
told The Colby Echo. “It’s
fueled a lot of division.
I’m really working to try
and promote equity and
welcoming everyone in
our community.”
In Ward 6, incumbent
City Councilor Claude
Francke (D) ran unopposed. Francke has been
an outspoken critic of
Mayor Isgro and also
served as the Chairman
of the Waterville Democratic Committee until
2018. This will be his second term.
The Waterville Board
of Education also welcomed four new members. Patricia Helm (D),
Greg Bazakas (D), Spencer Lee Krigbaum (D),
and Elizabeth Bickford
(D) ran unopposed in
Wards 1, 3, 5, and 6 respectively. In Ward 4,
Maryanne Bernier (D)
beat out Kelley Dow (R)
by little under 400 votes.
Members serve a threeyear term advising Waterville’s public schools.
On Question 1, Watervilians voted 4,829 to
1,912 to make changes to
the City Charter. Back in
2019, Watervilians voted
1,150 to 623 to establish a
committee to review the
City Charter. Members of
the committee proposed
a number of changes, of
which most notably is

that council vacancies
would be filled by special election rather than
council
appointment,
mayoral
candidates
would be required to live
in the city for a year before running instead of
3 months, and that twothirds of the City Council must vote to approve
a budget rather than a
simple majority. Other
changes include that
those wanting to recall
an elected official must
live in the Ward that the
official serves, and that
the city’s comprehensive
plan be reevaluated every 7 years.
The Waterville Democratic Committee can
certainly count this a
successful election season. All available seats
went to Democratic candidates. The only Republican left on the City
Council is Rick Foss of
Ward 5. It’s a shift seen
nationwide, as well, as
Democratic presidential
candidate Joe Biden secured victory over Republican Donald Trump.
“I think he’s doing a
tremendous job of moving forward in a positive way,” Green said of
Biden. “I hope it leads
to some healing. It’s not
going to be a magic bullet, but the alternative is
to just deepen those divisions. I hope Waterville
follows in his footsteps.”

Sara Gideon concedes to Susan Collins in the Senate race
By Jenna Boling

Local News Reporter
On November 4, Maine
Democrats were faced with
election results that were
upsetting and unexpected
for many.
In the state’s Senate race,
Democrat Sara Gideon conceded, and Senator Susan
Collins was elected for her
fifth term.
Leading up to Gideon’s
concession, there was an
atmosphere of political tension between Republicans
and Democrats, especially
because the outcome of this
election would contribute to
which political party would
dominate the Senate.
Ellie Batchelder `23J
worked on Gideon’s research
team this semester, and, in an
interview with The Colby Echo,
explained tthe outcome from
her perspective.
“So in the case of Maine, I’m
assuming the people on Gideon’s staff were looking at the
numbers and just not seeing
that there is a way she could
pull, you know, gain enough
percentage points to match up
to Susan Collins or bring Collins down to below 50%. So,
it didn’t really seem like there
would be a way to-- you know,
this is my assumption, but that
she could’ve won the race. So,
she did concede prior to Collins claiming that she won the
race,” Batchelder said.
The Senate race this year
was arguably the most competitive in Maine’s history, and
a lot was at stake.
“This Senate race was one

of the most competitive, or
thought to be one of the most
competitive races in the country in this election cycle because the ballots of the Senate
and what party would gain the
majority was at stake in this
election,” Batchelder stated.
“So, had Sara Gideon won, and
had other Democrats across
the country in other competitive races won, it would’ve allowed the Democrats to potentially gain control of the
Senate, which would have put
the Democratic Party in a really good position, especially if
Joe Biden does win the presidential election.”
This is significant because if
one party has control over the
Senate, and another over the
House or White House, the
passing of legislation will go
much more smoothly. Moreover, having partisan consistency allows the president to
stick to their agenda and focus
on their tasks, something crucial at the moment.
“This is also more important now than ever because
of the polarization of the political climate. So, we’ve seen
the past four years that Mitch
McConnell, the Senate majority leader for the Republican
Party, is just wanting to get
through all of Trump’s policies
and if there was a Democrat in
this position and Democrats
had a majority in the senate in the case that if Trump
was in office, they would
have some power to lock the
legislation that the Trump
Administration was trying to
push through. And, if Biden
was in office, having a Democratic majority in the Senate

and having this in the House
would allow things to get done
a lot easier,” said Batchelder.
There is potentially more
to come in January regarding
the Senate Race.
According to Batchelder, “if
the Senate elections are not yet
over, there will likely be two
run off elections in Georgia, in
January, which still could give
Democrats control depending
on, also, on the Biden race.
You know, it would have put
Democrats in a different position if they had to take control
of the Senate and the White
House if they had to keep their
majority in the House of Representatives as well.”
Not only was this election
arguably the most competitive in Maine’s history, but
this race was also the most
expensive. $25.6 million were
spent on the Maine Senate
race this year, with money
pouring in from all over
the country.
“There was a lot of outside
interests and that resulted in a
lot of money coming in from
out of state. It definitely was
a lot of money that came in
and some of that was from in
state because Susan Collins
you know, this will be her 5th
term so a lot of Mainers are
ready to see her go. But, also,
a lot of people from outside
the state were really encouraged by the competition of
this race and wanted to support it.”
Although many Democratic voters were devastated
by the results, Gideon’s campaign was still successful,
raising awareness to issues
around health care reform,

dealing with the pandemic,
and addressing racism in the
United States.
“Obviously, people are
completely sad that this is the
way that Maine voters voted,
but are also really proud of
the campaign that was run,”
said Batchelder.
Gideon’s concession also
ended on a hopeful note, as
her work is far from finished.
Batchelder views the end
of her campaign as an opportunity for us to reflect on
what we really value in our
political leaders and to make
more informed decisions in
the future.
“My perspective of her concession speech and just the
note that the campaign ended
on is that this seems like a really important moment for
Mainers moving forward,
regardless of the result of the
race. And, I think that her
campaign, for me, has really
emphasized that Mainers are
ready for a change and that
didn’t occur in this election,
but I am optimistic that this
will continue and I think it
definitely emphasizes the
need for a change,” she said. “I
think her campaign has highlighted many ways in which
Susan Collins is not working for the state of Maine,”
Batchelder said. “This is just
the beginning and this work
will continue to push forward these goals even though
they weren’t successful in
this election.”
If anything, now that the
election is over, we can surrender our feelings of uncertainty and work towards accepting the results.

Photo Courtesy of Sara Gideon
Democratic candidate Sara Gideon drummed up a lot of support leading
up to the Senate race, but ultimately failed to follow through and conceded
to Collins. Her loss was a shock to many Colby students and Mainers alike.

Photo Courtesy of Gage Skidmore
Senator Collins (R) had come under fire in recent years for her support
of President Donald Trump, but the criticism wasn’t enough to unseat her.

Waterville Food Tour

The Golden Egg: The Proper Pig
By Jacob Golden
Columnist

O, to “brine your mind
while you dine on swine”.
Where else in Waterville to
do this than The Proper Pig,

at 14 Common Street downtown. This is its Golden
Egg review.
The Proper Pig, established on a side-street of Waterville in 2016, encapsulates
an up-and-coming sports

bar atmosphere. Upon entry, you are greeted by a
beautiful long wooden bar
on the left, cozy faux-leather booths on the right, and
high ceilings up top. TVs dot
the wall so that everyone has

Photo Courtesy of The Proper Pig
The Proper Pig is located at 14 Common Street downtown. They’re famous for their decadent, over-the-top burgers.

at least one unknown sporting event within their line of
sight at any given time.
There is also another annex room off to the right,
with larger, COVID-19-appropriately spaced out tables and booths with a nice
view of the small square outside, city hall looking back at
you from directly across. It’s
the atmosphere that you’d
expect to give you some
good old greasy eats. And
it delivers.
When my group of five
guys went, we were hungry,
to say the least. We ordered
three appetizers among us,
much to the chagrin of our
waiter, who seemed as if she
was waiting for the entire
restaurant that night. We
were served complimentary water in big, Proper Pigbranded pint glasses, one
of which I bought to bring
home to my dad to add to his
beer glass collection.
Our appetizers, picked off
a massive menu of about 20
appetizer dishes, were delicious. We had chips and
hummus, stogies, and their
house-made salmon plate.
Our hummus was fresh, and

the chips were still hot out of
the oven, a perfect match.
The stogies – egg rolls containing grilled chicken,
smoked bacon, and ghost
pepper cheddar cheese –
were beautifully paired with
a sweet and sour sauce, diluting the power of the hot
pepper cheese. And finally,
the cold-smoked salmon
was delivered on a long
plate, garnished with a little
bit of everything: cucumber,
capers, dill cream cheese,
and an everything bagel. A
downright delicious start to
our meal, to say the least.
When our entrees, the
Pig’s specialty burgers,
were presented before us,
it was as if we hadn’t eaten
anything all week. Everything about our burgers was
mouth-watering: The heaps
of avocado on one, the 4
cheeses on another, the
homemade brioche buns,
all of it. Needless to say, they
were not on our plates for
very long. We quickly came
to the consensus that we
could eat another one - or
two - with ease. They were
that good.
The Proper Pig, then,

should be your go-to for a
gourmet burger in downtown Waterville. The food,
whatever you order, will
pack a punch and leave
you satisfied.
Though The Proper Pig
wholly deserves a glowing
review, one question still
remains: “Which is better:
the Proper Pig or the Silver
Street Tavern?”. It’s hard to
compare the two since they
strive for two completely different dining experiences.
The Silver Street Tavern is
peak Americana, with a
little bit of everything surrounded by a lot of idyllic
history, while the Proper
Pig is pure comfort, a place
where you can hang out for
a few hours, eat a lot of good
food, and never feel compelled to leave.
But if I had to pick one
to go out to this Friday, I’d
go with the Proper Pig. It’s
warm, cozy, inviting, and delicious. It would do a fantastic job filling me up before
my evening festivities, and I
would leave up the Hill feeling content, refreshed, and
happy.
4.8/5 Golden Eggs.
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Talk with the Colby Democrats and
Colby Republicans: 2020 election
By Hae-Jung Kim
Features Reporter

In a year plagued by
a pandemic, economic
volatility, and social
unrest in response to
racial injustice, it is
safe to say that 2020 has
been a year marked by
uncertainty.
Capping
off thus uncertainty
was a U.S. presidential
election where practically every issue under
the sun was at stake
— everything from COVID-19 to the economy
to systemic and institutional racism.
Recently, The Colby
Echo interviewed leaders of the Colby Democrats and the Colby Republicans to gauge their
response to what might
have been the most
contentious election of
a lifetime.
Jake Nash `21, who
serves on the leadership
team of Colby Democrats, worked at the
polls all day on election
day, helping to guide
traffic in the parking
lot outside Waterville
City Hall. He noted the
unique impact COVID-19 had on the election in Waterville.
“First it was a hassle for the city clerk to
find a new polling place
and set it up to be CO-

VID[-19] safe, but the
traffic was a lot smaller
than we expected, so
we were able to keep
people inside in line
instead of outside and
there weren’t huge delays in Waterville anyway,” Nash said.
Nash also had insight
into the ballot counting delays that resulted
from the pandemic.
“A lot of state election laws don’t fit very
well with huge amounts
of mail-in voting, like
requirements that you
have to wait a certain
amount of time before
you can start tallying
them, so that definitely
contributed to the delays,” Nash said, “but I
think in broader terms
it sort of helped Trump
with his narrative of the
election being stolen by
the way that the ballots
are being counted and
leaning Democrat ... It
makes it seem like he
was winning, but at the
last minute it’s being
taken away from him
even though those ballots were all cast before
or on election day. So,
it’s not something people didn’t see coming,
but it’s certainly a new
thing with COVID[-19].”
The Colby Republicans affirmed the importance of counting
every vote.

“The delay in results
negatively
impacted
the productivity of the
country last week, acting as a distraction
particularly from the
record numbers of COVID-19 cases we have
been
experiencing,”
the club said. “We were
all hoping for a certain
outcome in a reasonable amount of time,
but it’s ultimately most
important that every
vote gets counted, and
with the astounding
turnout in this election,
particularly
through
mail-in voting, it’s not
surprising that we waited so long for the official results.”
Overall, the 2020 presidential election has
only magnified political
polarization in the United States. As politics
become
increasingly
tied to identity, the saying that “the political
is now personal” resonates more than ever
for many Americans,
including the student
body at Colby.
Nash reflected on
whether this rift constituted an irreversible
division in the U.S.
“I don’t know about
irreparably
divided,
but, I mean, the fact
that it was this close
means that we are very
divided,” Nash said. “I

think a lot of people
were looking for a landslide Biden victory and
we didn’t get it, and that
kind of underscores
how many people still
agree with his policies
or even just his cult
of personality.”
The Colby Republicans shared similar
thoughts on the severity of divisiveness in
the nation, but they
also commented on
ways
they
believed
this divisiveness could
be overcome.
“Regardless of the
outcome of this election, our country is
and will continue to be
extremely
polarized,”
the club remarked. “Attacking others for views
that differ from one’s
own should not be the
norm and is not conducive to change. Calling
people or ideas racist
or any other derogatory term will not make
them go away. And the
people who hold the
beliefs that are repeatedly dismissed will only
grow stronger in those
beliefs, escalating the
animosity between dissenting groups with
no chance of the reconciliation
necessary
to better this country.
It’s on all of us to try to
understand each other
and to work through

Photo Courtesy of Alec Chapman
Jake Nash `21 serves on the leadership team of the Colby Democrats. He
expressed concern over Trump’s claims that the election was fradulent.

our differences in a
respectful manner.”
As of now, Biden has
been declared president-elect by the Associated Press, and
although that is certainly a monumental

victory for Democrats,
the Trump campaign
has continued to give
few signs of backing
down, so it seems that
tension
surrounding
the election is far from
being resolved.

ColbyVotes: A look back at Election 2020 and
what lies ahead with future of voting at Colby
By Aaron Mills

Contributing Writer
Punctuating the end of a tumultuous and divisive general
election campaign season
was the much-anticipated call
on Saturday, Nov. 3 that declared former Vice President
Joe Biden the victor in the
presidential election. The call
brought to a close this singular
Election Day, one which, unlike in other years, was quickly turning into Election Week.
The anticipation came
amid the counting of a recordbreaking 160 million votes - a
substantial portion of which
were by mail as a result of
the new COVID-19 Era. While
this has marked the effective
end of campaign season for
many, and political advertising no longer blankets TV airwaves or disrupting cherished
Youtube-viewing sessions, it
nevertheless remains a time
of reflection for some.
Members of ColbyVotes in
particular, an organization directly involved in voter registration at Colby, were among
those who took a deep breath
after the election drew to a
close. You might’ve seen their
tables strategically stationed
around campus quietly working to register and re-register
students to vote, guide students through the process
to vote absentee in their
own states, and serve as a
definitive source of voter
education— and despite the
lack of boisterous aggrandizing, their results speak for

themselves.
“We registered over 700
students and got a recordbreaking 800 students to vote
early. That early figure usually
makes up our total turnout in
many election years - we surpassed that - with at least 1,000
students voting based on my
estimation until we get the
final numbers,” Colby Votes
Fellow Lutie Brown `22 emphasized in an interview with
The Colby Echo.
This accomplishment is no
small feat, particularly given
Colby’s lackluster voting rate
historically, which has remained significantly below
that of peer institutions like
Middlebury and Tufts. Within
Maine, Bates and Bowdoin
have beaten Colby in the past,
with their turnouts extending
well over 50% in 2016, compared to Colby’s 47.9% turnout in that same year.
Preliminary
estimates
place the figure for 2020
much higher, certainly improving upon 2018’s dismal
37.6% voter turnout despite
a 73% registration rate that
same year.
Brown credited the improved 2020 turnout rate to
notable increased student
interest paired with the continual activism of several student organizations. Brown
hopes that this trend continues at Colby so students always feel their voices matter
and need to be heard at the
polling booth.
“I am extremely proud of
the work we did to give further confidence in people’s

vote this year through guiding students, many who were
new, through the process with
our non-partisan vote guide something I think [the organization] will seek to build upon
and expand going forward,”
Brown explained.
ColbyVotes is a studentoperated civic engagement
organization partnered with
the New England Small College Athletic Conference’s
(NESCAC) voting initiative,
the Campus Election Engagement Project (CEEP),
and the ALL IN Campus
Democracy Challenge.
The organization’s stated
mission is “to graduate more
civically-engaged citizens and
advocate for a more inclusive
democracy, by increasing
voter registration and voter
turnout/GOTV on campus.”
Brown took great pride in
how ColbyVotes persevered
through an election year that
can be fairly described as anything but conventional.
“It was a challenging year
for Colby Votes due to COVID-19, which forced us to
adapt our organizational
model and overall strategy - which makes me even
prouder - given how well it
worked out.”
Brown also reflected upon
the most substantial barriers
the organization had to overcome to ensure civic participation remained strong.
“[ColbyVotes]
came
through in a way that taught
me that I didn’t feel alone;
it made me realize a lot of
people care about [civic par-

ticipation] as much as me,”
Brown said. “Colby didn’t let
me down and for that I am
proud of what we were able
to do and what I was able
to witness.”
Optimistic about the organization’s leadership, she
expressed confidence in
the group’s organizers and
voting captains.
“Teamwork really makes
the dreamwork” Brown exclaimed, acknowledging the
comment’s hokeyness. “We
were working with a much
larger group this year - at least
40 - compared to 10 or so regular members last year.”
Despite the increased
numbers, ColbyVotes still has
their work cut out for them.
Brown remained adamant
that their job was not finished
and hopes to improve upon
past efforts by directing attention at the lesser-known
midterm elections.
“We want the organization
to continue to work even in
off-election years to maintain
voter retention and civic engagement,” Brown said. “We
will continue to fight for and
meet our goals as well going
forward beyond this election.”
Brown’s aspirations are
certain to catch the attention
of the Colby administration,
as many specific objectives
require substantial participation on their behalf.
Some of these goals include making Election Day
a college holiday, a recent
proposal whose future remains unknown, make Colby
College a voting precinct to

increase accessibility— with
its likely location in the new
Athletic Center— and expand
voter information and civic
engagement infrastructure to
include more purposeful student programming.
While the suite of proposals constitute a significant undertaking, Brown projected
confidence in the organization’s ability to draw upon its
longstanding
relationship
with the Goldfarb Center and
Office of Civic Engagement;
she emphasized the importance the relationship has in
allowing ColbyVotes to access
the resources needed to grow
and continue operations.
During a year where everyone has had to get a bit creative, Brown noted her work
with Colby Votes this year has
instilled, by necessity, many
lifelong lessons. Perhaps the
most important lesson she believed be taken away from the

many challenges facing voter
advocates is that “[we] [can]
do it.”
A transparently simple message; however, it is also one
that many scarcely embrace
because of their inability to
recognize the significance of
personal empowerment.
Optimistic about the organization’s work, Brown
remained assured that ColbyVotes has a bright future
ahead in its continued effort
to fully realize and ultimately
embody its mission.
This is an attitude that we
can all stand to adopt as we all
reflect upon our place in the
broader world in which we
inhabit. Though this year has
been fraught with many uncertainties, ColbyVotes’s role
on campus has been made
that much more certain with
the conclusion of one chapter
and the opening of a new—
marking many to come.

Photo Courtesy of Colby College
ColbyVotes spent the week leading up to the election tabling outside of the
Spa, hoping to register more students and encourage them to go and vote.

Finance

Companies & stocks supported by Colby students

By Sam Leathe
Columnist

A few weeks ago, I published an article regarding
Canada Goose jackets, the
company, and its stock.
This was prompted by
observing the consumer
habits of many Colby students, as these jackets are
worn quite consistently
on campus. As I thought
more about this article,
though, I wondered: what
other companies, and
stocks, are supported by
the consumer habits of
Colby students and other
college students?
When first thinking
about this, a few companies immediately come to
mind.
The first of these is
Apple.
Many
college
students, especially at
Colby, use MacBook laptops for educational purposes; any stroll through

Miller library on a weekday will quickly reveal
this. Also, most students
have iPhones for personal use, as well as
AirPods to accompany
these phones.
Apple is the top choice
for technology amongst
college students, and this
stronghold on the educational technology market
has undoubtedly been
profitable to the company
over the past few years.
Over the past five years,
Apple’s stock has risen
over 400%, and some of
this success can be attributed to the demand from
students for Apple technology.
A second company that
is a favorite of Colby students is Patagonia, the
outdoor clothing retailer.
Just as Apple laptops can
be seen in Miller, a walk
around Colby’s campus on
a fall day will allow one to

observe many articles of
Patagonia clothing, ranging from down jackets to
baseball hats.
Unlike Apple, Patagonia is not a publiclytraded company, so there
is no Patagonia stock to
examine in terms of performance over the past
few years. What can be
examined, though, are
Patagonia’s revenue estimates since 2013. These
estimates show that since
2013, the company’s revenue has nearly doubled,
increasing from roughly
$550 million to well over
$1 billion in 2019.
A portion of this revenue increase can certainly be attributed to
college students, especially students who attend colleges in locations
where temperatures drop
significantly in the winter months, like Colby.
Students wear Patagonia

clothing because of its
quality, but also for the
company logo, which has
a certain status attributed to it, like the logo of
Canada Goose. Patagonia
is undoubtedly a favorite
amongst Colby students
for these reasons, and
that is likely true of many
New England colleges and
universities.
Lastly, one company
that Colby students consistently support is Amazon. This is not as apparent on campus as Apple or
Patagonia, as students do
not walk around wearing
gear from Amazon, yet
Colby students’ dependence upon this company
is astoundingly clear in
the student mailroom, located beneath the bookstore.
At any point throughout the week, this room is
filled to almost the ceiling
with boxes, most of which

come from Amazon. Especially given the COVID-19 pandemic, students
this semester are opting
to have items delivered to
Colby rather than venturing into Waterville to get
things that they need.
Amazon has performed
incredibly well over the
last few years, with CEO
Jeff Bezos’ net worth
climbing to nearly 200
billion dollars due to the
rapid increase in Amazon’s stock price. This
increase is certainly due
to higher demand for delivered packages, but this
encompasses much more
than college students having items shipped to their
respective schools.
Of course, there are
many other companies
and stocks that are supported by Colby and other
college students. Apple,
Patagonia, and Amazon
are just a few that are es-

pecially visible on campus.
Going forward, I recommend that students
interested in investing
in the stock market pay
attention to what companies they and their
friends consistently support and examine these
companies’ stocks. In the
words of Peter Lynch, a
legendary investor: “Your
investor’s edge is not
something you get from
Wall Street experts. It’s
something you already
have. You can outperform
the experts if you use your
edge by investing in companies or industries you
already understand.”
So, if you keep an eye
out for companies you use
or understand or those
commonly used at Colby,
you just might outperform
the experts in the market.
Food
for
thought,
at least.
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“Fire on the Hill”: a show of activism at Colby
By Tanvi Iyer
A&E Reporter

2020 has been a powerful
year for activism all over
the world. Activism itself
has a rich history at Colby, ranging from protests
against the Vietnam War
in the 1960s to a rally just
last week supporting the
effort to count every vote
in the presidential election.
With this in mind the
Theatre and Dance Department decided to create a show titled “Fire on
the Hill” that is inspired
by Colby’s history of activism. Written and directed
by AB Brown, the Assistant Professor of Contemporary Performance, the
show consists of a mix of
on stage acting as well as
recorded interviews that
are projected on a screen
at the back of the stage.
Sam Kwon `21, who
was involved with the
play, explained how the
event
came
together.
“We started by doing
research on the history of
activism at Colby. The cast

began diving into Colby’s
Special Collections and
picking out moments, and
also noting moments not
mentioned, from Colby’s
timeline of activism. From
there, the cast developed
interview questions ranging from older to very recent moments of activism
at Colby. All of the spoken
content in the play came
from interviews done by
the cast, or interviews
from the Activists Voices
Podcast,” Kwon explained.
“Before we had a written
script, most of our rehearsals were focused on devising exercises and working
with moments from history, thoughts, feelings, and
themes. Many of the motions on stage were based
off of specific moments of
activism on Colby’s campus that the cast developed
during workshopping rehearsals. So, all credit is
due to our interviewees
for all of the spoken content in the play. However, full credit goes to AB
for listening to hours and
hours of audio and tran-

scribing the entire script.
From there until tech week,
we worked on rearranging
parts of the script, blocking out specific moments,
and memorizing lines.”
Kwon went on to detail
how he managed to get
involved with the show.
“AB reached out to students who were in [AB’s]
directing classes to see if
anyone was interested in
assistant directing the fall
performance. To be completely honest, I really
didn’t read the flier closely
when I responded with interest; all I knew is that we
were going to be working
on performance very different than anything I’ve
seen before,” Kwon said.
“I’d been involved in
quite a few performances
for Powder and Wig [Colby’s theater club], but I’d
never been involved in a department production. I met
with AB and we discussed
the details of the project,
and I was a little intimidated! A performance about
activism? During a pandemic? No script, yet? As a

director, I’m used to going
into rehearsal knowing the
details of the play down to
the last word. Devising theatre was something completely new to me, and I’m
so glad I had the privilege
to be a part of this project.”
Kwon further explained
how he thought the show
represents Colby’s relationship with activism.
“Fire on the Hill is the
embodiment of Colby’s relationship with activism. A
big theme throughout the
play is this relationship between the students and the
administration and how it
has affected the way Colby
has dealt with activism,”
Kwon explained. “And I say
dealt because, well, I love
Colby, but Colby isn’t the
biggest supporter of activism. At Colby, we’re supposed to be students first
and everything else second. A rally at the flagpole
between 11 and 12. Sure,
as long as it’s calm, timely, and non-disruptive.”
Despite the show’s critique of Colby’s relationship with activism, it ap-

peared to be well-received
by the Colby community.
“So far, we’ve had a very
positive reaction to the
show,” Kwon said. “Several
members of the adminis-

tration were present for the
opening night, and seemed
very open to the message of the performance
and were speaking with
the cast afterwards too.”
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Student art feature: Sarah Warner
By Milo Lani-Caputo
A&E Editor

Every Tuesday, editors
for The Colby Echo gather
in Bob’s basement to edit
the weekly plethora of articles and columns, and fit
them with photos. Invariably, Sarah Warner `21 can
be found with her pen and

pad, drawing for the Opinions section. Sometimes
pieces come in without a
photo, but all is not lost!
Sarah pulls through with
cartoons for the lonely photo-less opinions articles.
While she is an indispensable component of The
Colby Echo, Warner is much
more than her campus job.

Photo Courtesy of Sarah Warner

She told The Colby Echo
about her humble origins as
an artist.
“I was a kid who liked
to draw a lot. I was always
doodling on my paper. I was
always making stories and
comics and stuff. I think I
really started taking art seriously when I was about
10, when I started going to
an art school.”
Warner became more invested in art at Glenbrook
South High School, where
her Korean teachers’ strict,
technique-based art methods helped her solidify her
skills. She initially considered attending an art college but decided she wanted
to do more than just art. At
Colby, Warner is an English
and Studio Art double-major. One of her favorite art
classes was Painting with
Professor Bevin Engman.

“It’s a very difficult class,”
Warner explained. “You
have to produce a lot of
work, and you learn a lot
about color and color theory, and that can be really
difficult to understand. She
has high expectations, but I
enjoyed that.”
Warner continued with
oil painting after Engman’s
class. She described a personal project she is working
on:
“It’s my own kind of investigation.” she explained.
“I’m doing abstract paintings based on still lifes. I
set up a still life and then I
make a painting based off
of it. It looks like the still
life [but] doesn’t. It’s kind of
supposed to explore the line
between abstractism and
realism.”
During the spring semester of 2020, Warner was en-

joying studying abroad in
Spain when the pandemic
forced her to return home.
On the way back to the
United States she caught
COVID-19, and had to
quarantine in her room for
three weeks.
“During that time I was
making a lot of art and I was
going crazy because I could
not leave that room…,”
she explained. “It helped
me kind of stay sane, but I
was still kind of losing my
mind…. I did some commissions for some friends
during that time, too.”
After recovering from the
virus, Warner returned for
the third time to Glenbrook
South to teach summer art
classes for elementary- and
middle-school
students.
The familiarity, she explained, was comforting
during the early stages of

the pandemic.
“I do enjoy doing it
[even though] sometimes
these kids can be brats. But
again it’s a very regimented
school [and] it’s a lot about
technique, so I think you
see a lot of results with the
kids. It was nice because the
school actually still was able
to open over the summer,
obviously [with] limited capacity.”
Warner considers art to
be at least her lifetime hobby, if not a career someday.
Whether teaching young
kids, doing commissioned
paintings, designing the
cover for Outside Colby, or
making cartoons in The Colby Echo office, she is armed
with a creative mind and
skillful hands. Flip to the
Opinions section and see
for yourself.

E nvironmental H umanities C olumn

The tallest tree on campus
By Rory Hallowell
Environmental
Humanities Student
Advisory Board

Despite the extraordinary geographical diversity
of New England, from the
coasts to cranberry bogs,
from the big lakes to the
mountains, from the rivers
and the forests to the farmlands of Northern Maine,
one tree is found nearly
everywhere: the white pine
(Pinus Strobus). Thus, it
shouldn’t be surprising that
the white pine is a classic
symbol of New England. In
Maine, the white pine is the
state tree, and its cones are
the state flower. During the
colonial period, the Royal British Navy, then the
strongest navy in the world,
used the tall and sturdy
trunks of white pines as
masts for their ships. Native Americans created a
starchy and nutritious flour
by grinding white pine
bark. From Maine to Connecticut, the white pine
is a symbol of our history
and our continued dedication to preserving nature.
On Colby’s campus alone,
there is probably no outside space where white pine
isn’t in sight. However, for
those looking for the tallest
white pine, a walk on the
blue trail in the arboretum
is necessary.

According to Assistant
Professor of Environmental Studies Justin Becknell,
the tallest tree on campus
is a white pine (pictured
right). To find this colossal tree, walk south from
Colby on Mayflower Hill
Drive. Past the Rugby field,
there is a pull-off area and
a field with two tall trees
in its center. From that pull
off area, walk towards the
woods, where you’ll find
a marker for the blue trail.
On the blue trail, walk until you see the stream (no
more than a 3-minute walk
without snow). The tree is
separate from others and
blocks one’s view of the
stream from the blue brail.
Despite its name, the
white pine isn’t white at all.
Like any other pine, Pinus
Strobus keeps its needles, of
which it has five per bundle,
through the winter. White
pine bark is grey and wavy,
with many cracks separating the pieces of bark.
Facing the tree, feeling
the cold air on my cheek,
hearing the rush of water
in the steam, I am at peace,
and I feel a connection to
the Native Americans, colonists, and modern New
Englanders who walk this
land. The white pine reminds us of the enduring
power of the land we live
on. To me, New England
is harsh soil, unforgiving
winters, and the summer
sun that shines down on
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our lakes, blinding our eyes
and warming our backs. In
the winter, the white pine
gives us wood for heat. In
the summer, the white pine
gives us shade for cooling.
The white pine is a fitting
symbol of New England,

its history, geography, and
strength throughout the
cold winter. We are fortunate to have so many on
Mayflower Hill.
Center for the
Arts and Humanities

Send a letter to
colbyecho1877@gmail.com
or comment on an article at
www.colbyecho.news
to make your voice heard.
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The opinions section should secede from The Colby Echo
and form an alternative newspaper
B y C olin A lie
Opinions Reporter

Typically, I am a classic
man of few words. This
week, however, I will need
to be much more longwinded than I usually am.
I’ll cut right to the
chase, with no empty
rhetoric or fluffy filler
garbaggio. That said, I feel
the compulsion to quote
the timeless Latin phrase,
“lorem ipsum.”
After delivering an
impassioned,
rousing
motion on the selection
of sports in the upcoming
2021 Olympic Games, I’ll
keep this snowball rolling.
My weekly stress-induced
labor has borne the fruit
that follows.
I propose nothing more
than the following: that the
Opinions section of The
Colby Echo make official
what has been quietly
brewing under the surface
for years. The Opinions
section, fearlessly led by
yours truly, shall formally
secede from the rest of
the newspaper, and form a
new and improved nation
state of opinions-based
news.
In its current form,
the existing union of
non-opinion-based news
columns includes the
News, Features, Arts &
Entertainment, and Sports
sections.

Of course, even a fool
could point out what the
mere presence of a News
section in the newspaper
implies for all the other
sections. And I’m quick to
point this out - it means
every other section is
playing second fiddle to
News (orchestra members
and fans of classical
ensembles will have to
forgive the breakdown of
this fiddle analogy; it is
admittedly an abuse of
metaphor to imply that as
many as seven parties play
Fiddle 2).
These weaker sections

by any other news outlet in
the world.
Instead of exposing
the theoretically horrible
working conditions at
The Colby Echo (I will not
personally speak to these
claims so as to have them
remain baseless), these
sections decide to cover
local news, current events,
international
politics,
and other frivolity ad
nauseum.
Meanwhile, I’m busting
my chops over which of
the innumerable opinion
pieces I should limit my
audience to reading.

research whatsoever.
Soon, a rival news outlet
built brick-by-brick from
lightly edited expressions
of
unsubstantiated
speculations will appear,
led by the former Vice
Head
of
Opinions
Determination himself.
A
quick
keyword
search
on
Wikipedia
(where I get and edit all
of my news outside of The
Colby Echo) returns the
following information on
the constitutionality of
secession, under an article
heading “Disputed legality
of unilateral secession”:

Cartoon Courtesy of Sarah Warner

depend on facts and
current events to churn
out their watered-down
reports, instead of the
much more noble pursuit
of creating completely
original news, not covered

No longer should a
collegiate-sponsored news
outlet be circumscribed
by one or two articles
that are entirely opinionsbased and completely (and
noticeably) devoid of any

“The
Constitution
does not directly mention
secession. The legality
of secession was hotly
debated in the 19th century.
The Supreme Court has
consistently
interpreted

the Constitution to be an
‘indestructible’ union. The
Articles of Confederation
explicitly state the Union
is ‘perpetual’; the U.S.
Constitution
declares
itself an even ‘more
perfect union’ than the
Articles of Confederation.
Other scholars, while not
necessarily
disagreeing
that the secession was
illegal, point out that
sovereignty
is
often
de facto an ‘extralegal’
question.”
Finally, the ball lies
in my extralegal court.
With no official ruling or
judgement in the way of
a singular college club’s
department from seceding
from its governing body,
I see no obstacles in my
path.
Like all other secessions
in history that have come
before this, mine will
assuredly be a glorious
success. Today, we look
toward the Republic of
Texas, Catalonia, and
the
roughly-defined
territory of Kurdistan - all
thriving as independent
sovereignties.
In other news, this
past week saw the Trump
presidency go down in
flames seemingly stoked by
the collective sigh of relief
breathed by more than 76
million Americans, in as
ugly an exit as I hope one
day to recreate.

With
President-elect
Biden soon coming to
power, well, I’m sure by
now my loyal readers have
figured out what happened
next. Under the new and
truly improved Biden
presidency, I am confident
that
the
campaign
promises to pardon me
of my morally gray-collar
crimes, thereby relieving
the last vestiges of my
previously
incarcerable
level of debt.
It is difficult for me to
put an exact figure to my
net worth — I think about
wealth in terms of Wendy’s
4 for 4 meals, so it proves
to be a task to quantify my
personal fortune in USD.
One last note worth
mentioning: of course,
my critics (and time) will
almost certainly prove
me wrong. But this socalled carousel of frothymouthed
oppositionary
pundits
and
spinetinglingly
quarrelsome
disputants make their
presence just a little too
well-known.
To them, I would like
to say that henceforth, I
would prefer that feedback
on my article come more
toward the “show of
applause” form rather
than in the forms in which
it has been coming. I can
only get so many tomato
stains out of my clothing.

Be a f ield t ree
B y M ilo L ani -C aputo
Opinions Reporter

Colby’s campus is set
against the permanent
sonic backdrop of I-95.
Even in the deepest part
of Colby’s Arboretum,
one can still hear vehicles
racing down the highway
at 70 miles per hour.
Thousands of people race
south through Waterville
every day, and just as
many pass in the opposite
direction.
It’s marvelous to think
that most Americans have
access to such convenient
and cheap transportation
today. We take for granted
our ability to travel
thousands of miles in a
day, perhaps instead seeing
it as a necessity. After all,
we are here, and we need
to get there by such-and-

such o’clock.
Does it make you
nervous to think of
walking out into the
Arb, leaving your phone
behind? If so, maybe that’s
enough reason to go do it.
Our
near-universal
access
to
miniscule
supercomputers is another
incredible 21st century feat
that we take for granted. It
allows us to ask ourselves
a question, and instantly
know the answer. We can
talk to someone across the
country in real time, and
even see their face react as
we speak. We can navigate
the world, and our phones
will tell us exactly where
we are, and how to get to
where we would like to go.
Thank you, scientists and
engineers.
We
are
ambitious
college students. We are

working towards success.
We want good careers,
and we want to have nice
things. We want a good
trajectory in life— we want
to be better tomorrow than
we are today.
I
believe
selfimprovement is a virtue
and an obligation. I think
it is irresponsible to adopt
a personal doctrine of
“I am enough” with no
intention of improving
oneself from within.
Even
so,
getting
caught up in the quest
for betterment makes
dissatisfaction
second
nature. We can recognize
our need to be better while
simultaneously accepting
ourselves for who we are.
In a forest, the tallest
tree gets the most light.
Trees have to constantly
strive to be taller than the

other ones in their vicinity,
lest they forgo some
precious solar energy from
above.
These trees grow for
height, and put much
of their energy towards
getting taller. But as
they are doing this, the
neighboring trees are
doing the same thing. It’s
a never-ending battle to
survive as a tree in the
forest.
A tree in a field doesn’t
grow for height. There are
no other trees in a field
to cast a shadow upon it.
There is no need for the
tree to frantically use all
its resources to get as tall
as possible as quickly as
possible.
A tree in a field grows
for breadth. It grows out,
extending its branches and
leaves to catch as much
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sunlight as possible.
Field trees won’t fall
prey to tree-destroying
parasites— there are no
other nearby trees to pass
them on. These trees
won’t burn if a forest fire
rolls through— there are
no other trees to carry
the fire. These trees have
nothing to worry about
but growing a little bit
bigger than they were the
previous day.
The size of other trees is
irrelevant to the field tree.
It busies itself by catching
a few more rays and
drinking a few more sips
of water from the ground
than it did last year.
We humans love to
idolize winners, whether
it be in a presidential race,
a football game, or even
a war. And so we train
ourselves to want to win,
because we don’t want to
be the loser. Fair enough!
If there were no good
scientists there could be
no great scientists, and
without great scientists
we wouldn’t have the
amenities that make our
lives so pleasant.
There
wouldn’t
be
thousands of cars speeding
by Colby on their way to
Massachusetts every day.
We wouldn’t have the
antibiotics that can cure
the bacterial sickness
which would have meant
death a hundred years ago.
How did we manage

such
incredible
feats
amidst
the
infinite
adversity of nature? It
took billions of people to
do what we’ve done, and
certainly didn’t happen
overnight. I am grateful to
the people of the past and
the present for playing a
part in human societies,
and helping us get to
where we are today.
I think we owe it to
the people of the past to
follow in their footsteps;
to continue to innovate,
to continue to make the
world better. But how
to do that? We’re not all
great scientists or great
engineers, or great leaders.
Those are just words,
and we are people. The
only thing we can ever
hope to be is better than
we were yesterday, each
and every one of us. We
should keep a clear head,
and strive to see clearly
through the distractions of
the modern age. We should
keep our eyes on the prize,
our own personal prize.
One can’t afford to try
to be a tree in a forest,
fighting with the other
trees to break out of the
pack first. You’d be much
better served to break out
of the pack horizontally
than vertically.
Put your roots down
in a field, and grow for
breadth. You’ll get much
more sunlight that way.
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Colby women’s volleyball season in review
By Will Bedingfield
Sports Editor

The Colby Echo sat
down with Anita Kirshenbaum `22 to reflect
on an unusual season.
Kirshenbaum
came
into her junior season
having played as a hitter in the front row under her previous coach,
but under the new interim head coach Paige
Hanssen `18, Kirshenbaum has transitioned
to a defensive role in
the back row.
Kirshenbaum reflected on COVID-19’s effect
on athletics and Colby
volleyball’s season.
Kirshenbaum “It was
definitely disappointing at first, but we
made the most of the
time we had together.
After being in quarantine and away from
volleyball for so long
we were just happy to
be back together as a
team.”
Despite being an indoor sport with a beautiful new court to play
on, the team started
their season outside
to mitigate COVID-19
risk.
“We started off outside in small groups on
a grass court our coaches made by the football
field, then moved inside with small groups,
then slowly worked our
way to full team practices for the second
half of the season” Kirshenbaum explained.

“We wear masks during
almost all of our practice, except for conditioning, which was definitely a challenge at
first but our lungs got
stronger as the season
progressed.”
Masks and contained
practice groups were
major
changes
on
the playing side, but
weight-training in the
newly-built Harold Alfond Athletic and Recreation Center brought
positive change independent of COVID-19.
“The
old
Athletic
Center (AC) did not
have enough space for
all of us to lift at the
same time, while the
new AC’s downstairs
weight room allows
each player to have an
individual rack so we
now get to lift as a full
team while staying socially-distant,” Kirshenbaum said.
With all competitions
cancelled by both the
NESCAC and NCAA,
Colby’s teams have
turned to intrasquad
scrimmages to simulate competitive play
and just have fun.
“We had three intrasquad scrimmages during the last three weeks
of the season, the last
one being our senior
game.”
Kirshenbaum
said. “We got a little
bit of an audience for
our scrimmages which
helped make them feel
somewhat normal.”
Without the opportunity for large-scale
celebrations that ordinarily accompany their
senior game, volleyball
did their best to make
it as special as possible.
“We tried to make
it as normal as possible with decorations,
friends of seniors joining them on the court
before the game, and
a livestream for parents” Kirshenbaum explained. “Our level of
play during that game
was also really high—
we
communicated

well, played aggressively, and ended up
putting on a show with
a close five-set match.”
Despite
COVID-19’s
limitations on college
athletics,
competitions, and fan attendance, the volleyball
team has truly made
the best of their situation.
Kirshenbaum
said training without
interruption for a full
season may even give
them an edge on other
opponents.
Kirshenbaum reflected on the season as a
whole.
“This season was a lot
better than I expected
and started to feel pretty normal, especially
after moving inside.
I think our team had
more time to work on
specific skills and fundamentals of volleyball
than we would during
a normal season which
will help us a lot going
into next season.”
Beyond the physical game of volleyball, team comradery
is equally important.
Fostering a sense of
community, Colby volleyball takes pride in
bringing in various
interests and backgrounds to exemplify
the liberal arts experience and Colby’s values.
“Off the court, my
favorite part of being
on Colby volleyball is
having a community
on campus that is full
of unique individuals
who have different interests outside of volleyball” Kirshenbaum
explained. “I’m always
learning so much about
my teammates and
each of their passions
outside of sports.”
Kirshenbaum
adds,
“It’s especially nice to
have this community
when life seems really isolating right now
with the pandemic.”
Looking forward to
next semester, again,
life is not quite normal.
Expecting similar limi-

tations as this fall, volleyball will continue to
grind and improve in
a similar fashion with
more
opportunities
than they would have
in an ordinary Spring
semester.
“We are hoping to
have more scrimmages
in the spring, depending on how COVID is
when we get back. During a normal year we
would not be allowed
to have any official
scrimmages or practices with our coach present outside of the regular season, but this year
the NESCAC has given
all fall teams some
time in the spring with
coaches which is really
exciting as we normally have to wait around

nine months before we
can be coached again.”
While all fall NESCAC
teams now have the
ability to practice with
coaches in the Spring,
various COVID-19 responses will really determine how effective
those practices will be.
From what Colby has
shown in its dedication to both safety and
athletics to support the
well being of students,
Colby volleyball has a
strong chance to make
the most out of the
spring semester.
“I’m hopeful about
us having somewhat
of a normal season
next fall, and I’m really looking forward to
playing competitively
again”
Kirshenbaum

explained. “With more
practice time this year
due to the cancellation of competitions
our coach was able to
test out new positions
for a lot of people on
the team, so I think we
will be going into next
season with many allaround talented players and a stacked lineup.”
Keep an eye out for
this volleyball team
next season. Turning
COVID-19 into an opportunity for development on and off the
court, they have only
added to an alreadyimpressive
NESCAC
team, looking to compete for the title in the
future.

Photo Courtesy of Anita Kirshenbaum
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Are you a writer? A novelist? A poet?
A flash fiction author?
Submit your writing to The Colby
Echo to be featured in our weekly
Pen to Paper features column!
We accept all kinds of writing and
all subject matter. Length should be
under 1200 words, if possible.
Email any and all submissions to
The Colby Echo’s Creative Director
Sarah Warner at sewarn21@colby.
edu. Pieces can be submitted anonymously, if desired.
This is your chance to show Colby
your writing chops!
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Cam in the Woods

The fate of our environment
By Adrian Visscher

Sustainability Columnist
Last week, the American people
made a monumental decision:
Democratic nominee Joe Biden
was elected as the 46th President
of the United States. Leading up
to the election, I saw many online
arguments from political naysayers who instigated with questions
like, “What would really change
with a new president?” In short,
my response is a lot, especially
when considering the United
State’s relationship with the environment. On top of this, as college students, our futures and
children’s futures depend on how
we act now.
The last four years have not
been helpful in the nation’s battle
to mitigate the effects of climate
change. Many of President Donald Trump’s policies have been
rooted in reversing President
Barack Obama’s efforts concerning the environment. Most notably, the US has pulled out of the
Paris Climate Agreement from
2015, an international pact to
limit global warming to at least
below 2 degrees celsius. The ramif ications did not just span within
the US, but the whole international community felt ripples of these
actions.
On the national level, Trump
has been equally malicious to environmental efforts.
“Donald Trump has been to
climate regulation as General
Sherman was to Atlanta,” says
Micheal Gerrard, director of the
Sabin Center for Climate Change
at Columbia University, per The
New York Times. Gerrard’s imagery perfectly captures Trump’s
actions. Just as Sherman burned
through Georgia during the Civil
War, Trump tore apart climate
regulation over his time in off ice.
The New York Times estimates
that the Trump Administration
has dissolved about a hundred
environmental
policies.
This
includes the protection of our
physical environment. Half of the
nation’s wetlands have become
unprotected. Rules for car manufacturers involving pollution
have become more lenient. The
list goes on and on.
However, Biden plans to be the
beginning of a change, hoping to
return to environmentally progressive policies and reverse the
damage inflicted under Trump.
Biden has been very vocal about
changing much of what Trump

has ordered, making the forecast
for his presidency somewhat of a
reset.
Concerning the environment,
Biden has promised that he will
return to the Paris Climate Agreement. On top of this, Biden has
made it known that he has ambitions for the nation to have netzero carbon emission by 2050.
“The proposal calls for $2 trillion investment, throughout his
term, to boost reliance on clean
energy and climate sustainable
practices,” outlined the National
Public Radio. $2 trillion is a signif icant amount of money and is
hopefully a signal that the Biden
administration is serious about
the issue. Another important aspect of this plan is that 40% of
this fund will support communities more vulnerable to climate
change.
At this point, all we know
is Biden’s word. Nothing has
changed, and nothing is certain.
As an inhabitant of the 21st century, I have seen many social media posts emphasizing the need to
“hold Biden accountable.” I think
this is true for any candidate
elected to off ice to make sure
that they attempt to try what they
preached and continue letting
your voice be heard.
I would say further that we
should hold our whole government accountable and continue
the same record level of involvement that we saw during the 2020
election. It is not enough to solely
look to the President for change
but also to Congress and the Supreme Court.
As students who reside in
Maine, our voices matter a significant amount. Senator Susan Collins has retained her spot in the
Senate, but lost her support from
the League of Conservation Voters and accepted campaign funding from fossil fuel companies.
This battle continues outside of
the White House.
When looking forward to the
next four years, I am hopeful
that the ramif ications of climate
change will be mitigated and that
we will see cultural changes in
the US. I hope that the $2 trillion
plan is implemented and successful, and people begin to consider
climate change, not as a political
issue but an issue to humanity.
Until then, all we can do is continue practicing sustainability on
an individual basis, coming together for change when the time
comes, and remaining optimistic.
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The other half of our nation
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By Cam Woods

Lifestyle Columnist
Saturday morning was one of
relief and joy. It felt as if the collective breath that we had been
holding deep in our lungs since
Tuesday—the collective breath
that many of us have been holding deep in our lungs since Election Day four years ago—was
f inally released in one large, glorious gust.
For the f irst time in four years,
I felt optimistic about the direction our country was moving
in—because while I am not naïve enough to believe that the
myriad of problems facing our
country today will be as good as
gone come inauguration day, I
am optimistic enough to believe
that these problems will now be
tackled by a capable, compassionate, diverse, and intelligent
administration governed by intrinsic beliefs in both science
and equality.
I watched as friends and strangers alike celebrated the victory
of Joe Biden, and with it the victory of human rights; of Black
lives; of the LGBTQ+ community;
of the environment; of women;
of honesty; and of kindness. I
watched as many danced, some
cried tears of joy, and others
found themselves in a rhythmic
back and forth between the two.
It was a jubilant day for half of
the country.
But then I thought about the
other half—the nearly 72 million
Americans who woke up on Saturday feeling the exact same way
I had four years ago. They were
undoubtedly angry, confused,
and disappointed in a system
that they felt had failed them.
I thought about my uncle—the
one that we’re not allowed to talk
politics with at Thanksgiving
dinner because it always ends
in f ighting and tears. I thought
about how he hadn’t been afforded the opportunity to attend
an impressive college or socialize with a diverse array of intellectuals. I thought of his indignation towards social progress

and his disdain for the educated
elite. I thought about how fearful he must be that the one shield
he has left—his white maleness—
will continue to be rendered
more and more obsolete until he
is left standing naked with nothing but a red MAGA hat.
For many years, I thought that
the views expressed by my uncle
were shared by only a small fraction of Americans. What I came
to learn in the 2016 election—and
what I was reminded of in this
election—is that these views are
shared by approximately half of
the country.
What began as staunch resentment towards this half of the
country morphed into disappointment over the course of
election week, and has now, once
more, morphed into something
entirely different: pity.
I feel sorry that half of the country feels disenfranchised and
alone right now, and I feel sorry
that they fear for the next four
years. I really do. Though, even
more than that, I feel sorry that
their circumstances in life have
driven them to prioritize hate
over love; racism over equality;
lies over facts; self-interest over
science; and the individual over
the collective.
On top of that, I feel sorry
that after four years of ineptitude, racism, sexism, and bigotry, President Trump was still
the most attractive choice for so
many. It was not only a handful
of radical conservatives that voted for him to stay in off ice, it was
half of the country—and therein
lies the problem.
Until we are able to listen to
one another, understand why
certain people feel the way they
do, educate without condescending, and grow together, one half
of the country will always feel
unheard.
Continue to celebrate a monumental victory; continue to f ight
for equality, love, and science;
continue to honor your beliefs
and opinions, but please, I implore you, do not forget about
the other half.

COVID-19 update for November 4 to 10
By Sonia Lachter
News Editor

The College is still on the yellow level, where it switched last week after being
on green since Sept. 9, meaning that classes of 50 or more students will move to
remote learning, dining halls will have lower seating capacities, face coverings
will be required in common spaces of residence halls, and those spaces, as well
as “high-touch areas” in dining halls will be cleaned more frequently. Religious
services of less than 50 people can be indoors and those above 50 people will be
outdoors.
As of November 10, 73,792 negative tests, 15 positive cases, and 908 inconclu-

sive tests (or 1.2% of the total) have been identified since testing began. Currently, there are no positive cases in isolation or students in quarantine, down
from two in quarantine last week and 23 the week before.
The positive cases for the semester have been made up of five faculty or staff
members and ten students. All of these positive cases have recovered since testing began.
The College’s COVID-19 Health Code and Testing Data page includes data on
the active cases in the state of Maine from the Maine Centers for Disease Control
(CDC). Students can see the number of cases by county. Kennebec County, where
the College is located, has 108 active cases as of Nov. 10, up from 91 cases as of
Nov. 3.

